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The memory of the Assessment Team judging that we But you're probably wondering the spedfic*What
were one step away from “decent toward death” il st will | be encouraged to participate in?!” Hereasdbrief
fresh in most of our minds. Not, of course, thagit summary, and it's probably a bit different thanesttsmall
judgment wasn't--to adapt a Mark Twain quote-- ‘i@ b groups” that you've been a part of in the past. fdat,
premature”. But still, it caught our attention kwia large  these “groups” aren’t even that “small.”
dose of truth. Rather than asking us to commit for a year or, twfe

One characteristic of people that are near dsatfat Groups will ask you to commit for a period of twelv
they no longer have any interest in making new weeks. They'll be held at a variety of times ovaaiety of
relationships; they have na . — days of the week, with
energy nor desire for it. T ‘ & meetings lasting up to 1 %
same could be said of people hours. And if you can’t make
churches that are descending it one week, that's OK;
that direction. We are content ideally the groups will be
be with “people like us.” W 15-20 people, allowing the
like to be safe and comfortable groups to meet every week,

The good news of Jes even if everyone can’'t be
and his directions to his peoq there. There will be
shatter that ideal. Thank Go three terms: Spring
New life revives us (Feb. — April), Summer
The adventure of breaki (June — Aug.), and Fall (Oct.
out of our shell, the qift g —Dec.)—with an average of
new acquaintances wif : ‘ six week breaks between
enlarging our experiences all “Youwant to know what we need around here? Il tell you what we need terms.
perspectives, the opportuniti around here. We need name tags around here.” In each group
to grow our virtues—Ilove meeting, there will be a time
patience, joy hope—in neW of Bible reflection, prayer,

[\ NN\

directions, and the joy of helping others grow in and food/fellowship—this will nurture our life inheist
faith and beauty, these transform and renew us in and among his people. And then, for two of thee¢hr
wonderful ways. terms, each group will study or experience its awmigue

We want to shape our community in ways that besttheme (the Fall term each year will find us studythe
allow God to restore us from death to life. So ave same theme in all the groups). Some groups wiBide
beginning “Life Groups” in February, 2010. studies; others will involve diverse interests dfet

Perhaps you heard our Life Groups staff leaderCrossroads community. The goal is to shape graups
Kim Bakker introduce Life Groups during worshipe@nf  ways that cause us to say, “That's something | want
weeks ago. Kim, who took up the task of helping clear my schedule for! | hope | can go!” And taldd the
co-ordinate these groups’ beginnings, spoke of ourgift, each group will arrange for times of fun atdy
three-fold purpose for them. Taking a line frora Wision together, and also serve together in a way thaisbke
statement, you might say that, “Empowered by God'sothers.

grace and truth,” Life Groups help @row to be like So anticipate learning more about these in theardu
JesusConnectwith each other, anBerve others. The whole month of January will be a month of sermo

Those words (GCS) and statements are gifts andn God’s design for Christian community, of testiies
callings to us from the God who saves us. Youdlrte  from people who have grown wonderfully in the greup
more about how these groups will help in each ek¢h that already exist, and of opportunities to lealbout and
areas in the time ahead. sign up for the groups.




Tuesday, December 1

8:45aM Tuesday Morning Small Group
7:00pPM  Stephen Ministry Team

7:15 Men’s Book Group

7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Wednesday, December 2
7:00pM  Executive Committee
7:30 Men’s Group

Saturday, December 5
8:00aM Cadet Field Day—

Valley Christian High School
7:00pMm  Middle School Youth Group

Sunday, December 6
9:30aM Morning Worship Service
2nd Sunday of Advent
11:00 Church School & Adult Education
6:00PM  Gifts for the Infant King Service

Tuesday, December 8

8:45aM Tuesday Morning Small Group
7:15pM  Men’s Book Group

7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Wednesday, December 9
7:00pM  Council Meeting
7:00 Women'’s Book Group
7:00 GEMS & Cadets

Thursday, December 10
9:30aM Mother’s of Young Children

Saturday, December 12
8:15aM Middle School Youth Group
8:15 Christmas Program Practice

Sunday, December 13
9:30aM Morning Worship Service
3rd Sunday of Advent
11:00 Church School & Adult Education
4:00pMm  Children’s Christmas Program

Monday, December 14
7:00pm  Deacons Meeting

Tuesday, December 15

8:45aM Tuesday Morning Small Group
7:00pPM Elders Meeting

7:15 Men’s Book Group

7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Wednesday, December 16
7:00pPM  Women's Book Group
7:30 Men’s Group

Sunday, December 20

9:30aM Morning Worship Service
4th Sunday of Advent

-0- No Church School/Adult Ed.

Tuesday, December 22
7:15pM  Men’s Book Group
7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

Thursday, December 24
6:00Pm Christmas Eve Service

Sunday, December 27

9:30aM Morning Worship Service
1st Sunday after Christmas

-0- No Church School/Adult Ed.

Tuesday, December 29
7:15pM  Men’s Book Group
7:30 Adult Bible Study at GOR

We share our facilities with Camino al
Cielo, a Spanish speaking congregation
led by Pastor Jose Balderas.
They use the facilities on Sundays at
12:30pPMm, Thursdays at 7:00pP™m, and
Saturdays at 6:00AM.

Rodney Geckler 12/01
Ed Vander Woude 12/02
Joy Jasperse 12/04
Sarah Van Dam 12/06
Auralee Visser 12/07
Nettie Steenstra 12/08
Donna McKee 12/09
Diane Jasa 12/11
Zak Pescar 12/11
Wilma Anderson 12/13
Paul Lapka 12/16
Tylar Arendse 12/18
Eric Anderson 12/18
Jonathan Beutlich 12/22
Christie Roberson 12/25
Paul Anderson 12/26
Melissa Hickox 12/26
Eleanor Filkins 12/27
Marvin Heintschel 12/27
Heidi Vermaire 12/30
Max Lebl 12/30
Pat Seals 12/31
Silva de Jong 12/31
George & Dalia Tostado  12/01

Rodney & Joanie Geckler 12/01
Gary & Dorissa Radersma 12/07
Bert & Coby Ton 12/09
Vic & Suanne Varvel 12/14
Doug & Linda Van Solkema 12/16

Arie & Anneke de Jong 12/18
Brian & Sarah Verhoeven 12/18
Mike & Sue Wagenveld 12/21

= A “Special” Birthday or Anniversary

We welcome and encourage news from the congregation for the newsletter. All
submissions are subject to approval by the office staff or the council (as needed). Any
items for the newsletter are due the 15" of each month for publication the following
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FOR CHILDREN

Lapsit Story Time Pre-school Story time

Date: Tuesdays (Dec. 1, 8, 15) Date: Wednesdays (Dec. 2, 9 ,16)

Start Time:10:00 Am Start Time: 10:30 Am

Description: Stories, songs, rhymes Description: Stories, rhymes, songs and

& movement activities for parents movement for toddlers and an

and infants. accompanying adult.

Toddler Story time Infant Massage!

Date: Wednesdays (Dec. 2, 9, 16) Date: Thursdays (Dec. 3, 10, 17)

Start Time: 9:30 AM Start Time: 11:00 Pm

Description: Stories, rhymes, songs Description: A sensory experience to enhance the

and movement for toddlers and an Parent/Child relationship presented by Children's C are

FOR ADULTS

Art Exhibit

Date: Wednesday, Dec. 16 2009
Start Time: 2:00 PM

Description: ldalia Rewar
presents her "Impressionistic
Landscapes".

Afternoon Crafts

Date: Tuesday, Dec. 15
Start Time: 3:30 Pm
Description: Make & Take

Knitting Club

Date: Tuesday, Dec. 1
Start Time: 6:00 Pm
Description: For any adult
who likes to knit.

FOR EVERYONE

Crafts

Date: Thursday, Dec. 17

Start Time: 3:30 PM

Description: Create your own beeswax
candle for yourself or as a gift for some-
one special.
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Women who enjoy reading—usually novels—and desire
the fellowship and friendship of other women are invited to
join the Women'’s Book Group. Consider joining this group
either for the discussion of a specific title or as a regular
member. Watch the bulletin for specific titles.

This Bible study for adults meets Sunday evenings at
7:30PM. They will be finishing up Isaiah and selecting a
new study. For more information, please talk to Terry or
Jayne Kok at 760.744.9329.

The Tuesday Morning Small Group will continue with the
Love and Respect series. Normal meeting time will be
from 8:45—10:00AM. The group will meet on December
1st, 8th, and 15th. The group will then take a break and
will resume on January 12th, 2010. Contact Nettie
Steenstra 760.839.0596 with questions.

The Women's Book Group will have our traditional
December gathering on Dec. 9 at 6:30PM at Suanne
Varvel's home. Car pool leaves from Trena Boonstra’s
home at 6:15PM. Questions should be directed to either
Trena or Suanne.

#$ %

Are you a mother with young children at home? Do you
want a place where you can go to have honest
discussions about the joys and challenges of being a
mother? Come to the Mothers of Young Children Group!
Our meeting this month will be on Thursday, December
10th. Our group will meet at 9:30AM at church. There will
not be a second meeting this month due to Christmas.
Nursery and toddler classes are provided. Talk to Joanie
Geckler or Sarah Verhoeven with any questions.

This group continues to meet on Tuesday nights at 7:15pPm
at the Varvel's. Contact Vic Varvel at 760.535.9572 for
information on this group. We are reading Fresh Power by
Jim Cymbala. Men of all ages are welcome.

Crossroads sponsors a Bible Study at Green Oak Ranch
each Tuesday evening; both GOR residents and
Crossroads members attend this study which meets in the
Community Room at 7:30PM.  Visitors are always

welcome. Lou Wagenveld will lead the group. Contact o
him with questions 760.738.4696.

Keeplng in- Touch

! Christmas Luncheon

A Fall Men's Group for all ages will meet on the 1st & 3rd
Wednesdays of the month from September-December. ©
We will have a time of food, fellowship, and discussion.
December meetings are the 2nd and 16th. Contact Mike
Wagenveld 760.738.0819 with questions.

: ¢§¢ ¢§¢

The Crossroads Service Group is active every week in a
variety of service and outreach ministries in our community. This Luncheon will be at the home of

QoL
Feel free to join them for any of the following service 0256
opportunities this month—more volunteers are always " Vic and Suanne Varvel on Sunday, -)}E:

Dec. 13th at 12:00 Pm. All seniors are .
<o invited. If you need transportation it g
Thursday, December 3: Serve breakfast at Interfaith will be provided for you. If you
Thursday, December 10: Serve dinner at Merle's Place ooxo have any questions contact o2

Marilyn Faber (760.743.7014) or °°

welcome!

i%

As always, anyone who has suggestions and/or questions for S %00
the Service Group, or would like to participate in any of the "’_3‘%‘ Suanne Varvel (760.749.0290). "’_3‘%‘

above service projects, can contact the group leader Pat

Medendorp at 760.747.2257.
g’ 'o ag o g o ag o g o ag o g’ o g’ o g’ 'o




YourhMinistryNews

Middle School Youth Leaders: High School Youth:

Danae & Paul Lapka 760.432.8876 Contact the office with any questions 760.744.4673

December 5: 7:00-9:00Pm Meeting at church— December 6: 3:00-6:00pm Scavenger hunt for Interfaith.
practice the Christmas program play. Meet at church and bring your digital camera. (Parents and
Lines should be memorized by now! church members we still need some adults to help le  ad
Sixth graders take a snack to share with this. Call Sylvia Bons if you are available.)
the group.

December 13: Christmas party at the deJong’s following the
Kids program at church. Bring a white elephant gift to

December 12;: 8:15AM Christmas program practice at exchange.

church.
December 20: Regular meeting at the Steenstra's 7:00PM.

December 13: 11:00AmM-12:00PM Final practice for WATCH THE BULLETIN FOR MORE DETAILS ABOUT THESE EVENTS.
the program during church school. CHECK OUT PAGE 6 FOR INFO ABOUT A YOUTH RETREAT!

December 13: 4:00pMm Christmas program Mw

at church. . . S
) ‘“\“ GEMS Girl's Club is for all girls in grade 3rd-8th. They meet the
\& 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month from 7:00-9:00pPm at Church.
Head Counselor: Sue Wagenveld 760.738.0819

g mﬁ - December 9 meeting at church.

Cadets Boy's Club is for all boys in grades 4th-8th.

They meet on the 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the month
from 7:00-9:00pM at Church.

Head Counselor: Lauren Jongetjes 760.761.4857

December 5 Cadet Field Day: starts at 8:00 Am, we will
leave from church at 7:00Am prompt. The event ends at
3:00pM; we should be back between 4:30 to 5:00pPMm.
Cadets and their parents are invited. Bring money for
snacks and lunch. It will be held at Valley Christian High
School, at 10818 Artesia Blvd. Cerritos, CA 90703.

December 9 meeting at church.

Watch the weekly bulletins for more details.

Here are some pictures from the recent Cadet Campout. Take a look for yourself, but it
looks like it was a weekend full of learning about the outdoors and maybe a bit of fun too.
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SoCal Winter Refreat
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Merry Christmas! These are the words that American missionaries will say this week on the
mission field as they celebrate God’s goodness. It's also another holiday celebrated away from loved
ones ‘back home.” Thank you for your prayers for strong relationships and fruitful ministry on behalf
of your missionaries. Below are their addresses and emails in case you feel led to write them an
encouragement note this holiday season.

Rev. Melvin & April Jackson Mr. Scott & Marcia Geurink
1850 W 54" St Daniel, Melissa, Karissa
Los Angeles, CA 90062 PO Box 531276

Melvin: bchrist4u@aol.com San Diego, CA 92153
April: veryvocal2k@aol.com smgeurink@gmail.com
Rev. Bob & Patti Harris Zakka & Habiba Chomock
Andrew, David Chainama & Kasangula
OCPO Box 12712 Ortigas Center Plot 6575 Corner Roads
1605 Pasig City, Olympia Extension,

The Philippines Lusaka, Zambia

harrisfam6@hotmail.com
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Infut £

What will you bring to the newborn King this Christmas? On
December 6, our annual “Gifts for the Infant King” worship
service will happen at 6:00pmThis will be a service where
members from the congregation can share their gifts of music,
poetry, readings, instrumental pieces, art, drama and more!

Start thinking now of how you will participate in t his
special service of worship to King Jesus.

Please contact Danae Lapka at 760.432.8876 or
dlapka@hotmail.com or the Crossroads Office by
November 30th if you have a piece that you want to offer so
that we can plan it into the service. Please take a dozen
cookies to share for this special evening of gift-giving.




Worship Team [Danae Lapka]

Anita Termaat, Jayne Jansen, Rebecca Ligtenberg,

Tyler & Tami Schemper

Vicki Van Essen, Nichole Beutlich, Ella de Jong, Paul Lapka,
Dorissa Radersma

Deb Boonstra, Danae Lapka, Bill Stout, Rachael Vander Werf,
Megan Van Solkema

Sarah Verhoeven, Danae Lapka, Bill Stout

Sarah Verhoeven, Paul & Danae Lapka

December 6:

December 13:

December 20:

December 24:
December 27:

Children’s Worship
Dawn Gomolka, Dan Stout, Niels de Jong
Tami Schemper, Kara Steenstra, Jacob Stout
Sherry Schwab, Levi Faber, Sophie Kraus
Anna Vos, Dotti Hejka, David Gomolka

December 6:

December 13:
December 20:
December 27:

[Tami Schemper]

Nursery/Child Care [Dorissa Radersma & Sarah Verhoeven]
(*denotes person in charge)

December 6:

December 13:

December 20:

December 24:

December 27:

9:30AM:
9:30AM:
6:00PMm:
9:30AM:

9:30AM:
4:00pPMm:
9:30AM:
9:30AM:
6:00PMm :

6:00PM:
9:30AM:
9:30AM:

Ushers [Mike Carlson]

December 6:

December 13:

December 20:

December 24:
December 27:

9:30AM:

6:00PMm:
9:30AM:

4:00PMm:
9:30AM:

6:00PMm:
9:30AM:

Infant: *Dorissa Radersma, Su Kraus, Annabelle Kraus
Toddler: Dirk Jasperse, Trevor Vander Pol
Joy Jaspers, Ryan Bons
Infant: *Tyler Schemper, Rebecca Ligtenberg,
Jodi Van Solkema
Toddler: Sherry Schwab, Luke Steenstra
Sue te Velde, Jeff Hickox
Infant: *Serena Carlson, Marlys Hickox, Robert de Jong
Toddler: Diane Jasa, Kyliegh Fox
Infant: *Shelly Katje, Candy Van Zante,
Anna Van Solkema
Toddler: Nichole Beutlich
Infant: *Anna Vos, Jenny Varvel, Sarah Katje
Toddler: Sue Wagenveld, Mark Bakker

Luke Varvel (D), Jayne Kok (D), Joy Jasperse, Frank Bons,
Kevin Vos

Lyle Gorter, Jim Kroon

Levi Faber (D), Lois Vander Pol (D), Mark Steenstra,
Warren Van Dam, George te Velde

Mike Carlson, Doug Van Solkema

Luke Varvel (D), Jayne Kok (D), Eric de Jong, Terry Kok,
Joy Jasperse

Dotti Hejka, Frank Zuidema

Levi Faber (D), Brian Verhoeven (D), Mike Carlson,
Kevin Vos, Lyle Gorter

Refreshments [Suanne Varvel]

December 6:

(Silva in charge) Sylvia Wilgenburg, Serena Carlson, Pete De Baan

December 13: (Dicky in charge) Marilyn Faber, Marlys Hickox, Shelly Katje,
Maxine Van Engen

December 20: (Anna in charge) Anneke de Jong, Dawn Gomolka, Sue te Velde,
Trena Boonstra

December 27: (Suanne in charge) Sue Van Zante, Anna Vos, Lonnie Gorter

Opening/Closing  [Jeff Hickox]

12/6 (9:30AM & 6:00PM service)
Bryan Duyst

12/13  (9:30AM & 4:00PM service)
Tanno Gomolka

12/20 9:30AmM Brian Roberson

12/24  6:00pm Ned Vander Pol

12/27 9:30AM Randy Nagel

Sunday Greeters [Kathy Zuidemal]
Dec. Anita Heading
Dirk and Joy Jasperse

Sound Crew [Frank Bons]

12/6 (9:30AM & 6:00PM service)
Randy Nagel

12/13  9:30AM Frank Steidl
4:00pPM Frank Bons

12/20  9:30AM Frank Bons

12/24  6:00pM Rick De Baan

12/27  9:30AMm George Tostado

Projection Crew [Marlys Hickox]

12/6 (9:30AM & 6:00PM service)
Mike Schwab

12/13 (9:30AM & 4:00PM service)
Rod Koelewyn

12/20 9:30Am Linda Van Solkema
12/24 6:00pm Dan Stout/Marlys Hickox
12/27 9:30Aam Dan Stout/Marlys Hickox

Video Crew [Danae Lapka]

12/6 9:30AM Michael Wagenveld
12/6 6:00PM  Rick De Baan
12/13  9:30AM Robert de Jong
12/13  4:00pm Bryan Duyst

12/20 9:30AM Ryan Bons

12/24  6:00pm Jeremiah Stout
12/27  9:30AmM David Gomolka

Prayer of God'’s People [Office]

12/6 Pastor Mark Vermaire
12/13 Elder Dave Bakker
12/20  Jo Henry

12/27  Tony Bons

Open Table [Bill & Elsa Stout]

12/6 George & Jo Henry
12/13  No Open Table
12/20 No Open Table
12/27 No Open Table

%
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December 6: General Fund & CCS Tuition Aid
December 13: General Fund & CRWM-The Geurinks
December 20: General Fund & CRHM-Jacksons
December 24: CRWRC

December 27: General Fund & Crossroads Bible Institute

The morning offering is for our General Fund . Moneys collected pay for our own church’s operating expenses (wages, insurance,
utilities, etc.) as well as our denominational Ministry Shares (The Back to God Hour, CR World & Home Missions, Calvin
Seminary & College, etc.) Our NEW ‘09-'10 Budget commitment requires an avera  ge weekly offering of about $7,210.68.
Calvin Christian School Tuition Aid is used to assist families from our church who are unable to pay full tuition. Our
commitment for the 2009-2010 school year is $25,025.00. Please prayerfully consider making a donation to this fund throughout
the school year.

Scott and Marcia Geurink have been serving with Christian Reformed World Missions in Tijuana, Mexico since 1993. Their
work is primarily in church planting. Scott supervises and assists several churches in eastern Tijuana. He preaches, teaches,
and works in evangelism and discipleship. An offering will be received to support their ministry in Tijuana.

Christian Reformed Home Missions—Rev. Melvin and April Jackson : An offering will be received on December 20 to support
the Jackson’s ministry in Los Angeles at Grace Unlimited Church. We have committed to support them with $1,500.00 per year.
Christian Reformed World Missions  exists to glorify God by leading the CRC to respond obediently to our Lord’s commission to
witness to the goodness of God’'s Kingdom and make disciples of all nations. On December 24, we’'ll take an offering for World
Missions and to show our support for this vision of the CRC to vigorously participate in Spirit-led mission, to proclaim the gospel
to more and more people who have not heard it and to advance the Kingdom of God.

Crossroad Bible Institute : CBI is a prison ministry which equips the church to reach prisoners everywhere, preparing them for
re-entry, with the Truth of God’s Word and the Love of God’s people!
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